University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

12-17-1993

El Salvador: Update On Electoral Campaign (s/s)
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "El Salvador: Update On Electoral Campaign (s/s)." (1993). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11300

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057113
ISSN: 1060-4189

El Salvador: Update On Electoral Campaign (s/s)
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, December 17, 1993
During a special municipal convention held on Dec. 5, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front (FMLN) nominated party coordinator general Shafick Handal to run for mayor of San
Salvador in the March 1994 general elections. Over 650 FMLN delegates participated in the
convention, unanimously backing Handal's candidacy. The 63 year-old Handal is the highest
ranking former rebel leader to seek elected office. Several other top FMLN leaders were prohibited
from running in the elections by the UN-appointed Truth Commission. The Commission
investigated the worst human rights abuses committed during the country's 12-year civil war, and
published a list of names of individuals both from the army and the FMLN who should be barred
from holding public office for ten years. Although a formal decision has yet to be announced, it is
expected that the Democratic Convergence (Convergencia Democratica-CD) coalition will back
Handal's mayoral bid. The FMLN and CD are backing a single presidential slate, with the CD's
Ruben Zamora as presidential candidate and the FMLN- appointed Francisco Lima running for vice
president. The influential San Salvador mayor's office which is traditionally used to polish the public
appeal of politicians hoping to become presidential candidates in future elections is presently held
by Armando Calderon Sol, president of the governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA)
and that party's presidential candidate in the March elections. Handal will be running against
ARENA's Mario Valiente for the San Salvador mayoralty. Another candidate for mayor of San
Salvador is Roberto Canas, a former rebel commander with the National Resistance (Resistencia
Nacional, RN) one of the five organizations which comprise the FMLN who is now affiliated with the
social democratic National Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Nacional Revolucionario, MNR).
Meanwhile, the most recent poll of voter preferences by party indicates that the CD-FMLN coalition
is narrowing the gap that separates it from ARENA, the front runner. The prestigious, Jesuit-run
Central American University (UCA) in San Salvador conducted two surveys, one in October and
the second in December. In October, the UCA reported that ARENA held a 16 percentage point
lead over the CD-FMLN. But in December, that gap closed to just seven percentage points. At the
same time, the CD-FMLN has pushed the PDC which governed the country from 1984-1989 out of
its position as the country's second strongest party after ARENA. The CD-FMLN now leads the PDC
by nearly 10 percentage points in voter preferences. Still, more than half of the electorate remains
"undecided" according to the UCA polls, making election predictions extremely difficult, and
foreshadowing an intense campaign period as the participating parties attempt to win the support
of undecided voters. The Results from the two nationwide polls were as follows: Oct. Dec. ARENA
27.4 20 CD-FMLN 11.4 13 PDC 7.8 3.5 PCN 2 1 Undecided/No response 39 55 (Sources: Inter Press
Service, 12/03/93; New York Times, 12/10/93; Reuter, Agence France-Presse, 12/05/93, 12/16/93)
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